Mr. T. H. S., aged 55. Occupation: regular Army and Post Office worker. During his career the patient has been in China, Singapore, South Africa (Boer War), Malta, Dardanelles and German and Portuguese East Africa (1917) (1918) (1919) .
He had malaria in 1897 and has had several attacks since; the last mild attack was seven months ago. No other illnesses.
He first noticed some nodules on the right knee in 1918, but says that they disappeared within about twelve months. Soon afterwards, nodules appeared on the fingers; they slowly increased in size, and others appeared. He now has large nodules, some of them lobulated and as large as a nut, on both hands ( feet and buttocks, and a small one on his nose. They are hard, non-painful and non-pruriginous and have a yellowish colour.
General health good. Wassermann reaction negative. Urine: neither sugar nor albumin present. Stools normal; no ova of helminths or protozoa. Blood chemistry, sugar normal; urea, 33 mgm.% (normal); cholesterol, 265 mgm.% (greatly increased). Histopathology.-A notable feature is the enormous amount of fibrous tissue present (fibro-xanthoma).
In sections stained with Weigert's iron heematoxylin and Van Gieson, some typical xanthoma cells with characteristic foamy, honeycomb cytoplasm are seen ( fig. 2 ).
Dr. ELIZABETH HUNT said that she saw this patient seven years ago, in Liverpool, when he consulted the late Dr. R. W. MacKenna. At that time the lesions were mainly confined to the palms and affected more particularly the lines of flexure of the joints ; they were not so large as they are now, nor were they covered to the same extent with dilated capillaries. Thus the condition had become much worse in the interval.
Leprosy (Mixed Type).-A. C. ROXBURGH, M.D. R. G., male, aged 59, a sorter in the General Post Office, is at present in St. Bartholomew's Hospital under the care of Professor F. R. Fraser, who has kindly allowed me to show him here.
History.-Two years ago left big toe nail fell off painlessly. Occasional " pins and needles" down outer side of left foot and numbness of skin of that foot. Occasional " pins and needles " down back of left forearm. One year ago, blister on left big toe-joint after wearing new pair of boots; septic, painless, never healed. One month ago, eyes and nose " running." Eruption of brownish macules on chest and back.
Past history.-Born in London. 1873. 1892-1898: In army in India. Soft sore and buboes; malaria, six months in hospital. 1899-1900: In South Africa (Boer War). 1901: Came home. Has not been abroad since.
